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I.  Introduction

Similar to an abstract.

Includes research done; describes the basic premise of the experiment (citations as needed), why it is of interest, and what the info can be used for later on a larger scale.
Sources used must be cited here (correctly).

Should only be about ½ to 1 page long.

This section is done individually.
II.  Question(s)
Explains what you were asking in the experiment, stated in the form of questions.

If only one question, don’t number it.

If more than one question, number them.

Question(s) should be the same for each member of the group.
III.  Hypothesis(es)

In the form of a statement, your conjecture for each of the questions posed in Part II; numbered to match the questions.

If only one hypothesis, don’t number it.

If more than one, then number them.

Hypothesis(es) should be the same for each member of the group.
(start new page)
IV.  Procedure
List of Equipment used (if a book is used, give the title of the book and cite it correctly)

Explanation of steps taken to conduct the experiment; steps should be numbered.
This section should be past tense, narrative (passive).

The procedure should be specific enough that it is replicable by others.

The area of study is the “study area,” not Chapel Hill.

Steps should be the same for each member of the group/class.

***CRITERIA SHOULD BE THE SAME FOR THE ENTIRE CLASS***
V.  Data Tables

Include data tables, graphs, charts, photos, maps, etc.

Include all data taken for the experiment; include the class data.

All tables, graphs, charts, maps and photos require a Table or Figure number and a description.  They must be numbered in the order they are referred to in the lab report.
All tables, graphs, charts, maps or photos put into the lab MUST be referenced somewhere in the analysis/discussion.

Data tables, maps, and charts, etc.  should be the same for each member of the group.
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VI.  Analysis

A thorough discussion of data.  A minimum of 2 pages.
Discuss group data as well as class data; discuss any charts or graphs.  Refer to the Figure or Table number so a reader may find it.  Discuss your numbers, what you found, what you expected, perhaps why you didn’t find it. . . 
If a data table, graph or chart is not discussed here, it should not be in the lab.

List sources of error.

Information must be cited, particularly when comparing to research done.

The hypothesis should NOT be restated in this section.  It should be accepted or rejected; a hypothesis is not “correct” or “incorrect,” it is “supported,” or “not supported.”  You can’t “prove” a hypothesis.

This section is done individually.
VII.  Recommendations For Further Study

Discussion of errors that were listed in the analysis.

Discuss ideas for eliminating those errors.

Recommendations are NOT for fixing errors! They are for expanding or changing the scope of the experiment.
This section is done individually.
VIII.  References

Must have at least one reference.

Use APA science style.

All references in this section must be cited somewhere in the text.  If they are not, then they are not a reference.
This section is done individually.
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I.  Introduction

Changes should be in bold or a different color.
II.  Question(s)

Changes should be in bold or a different color.

III.  Hypothesis(es)

Changes should be in bold or a different color.
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IV.  Procedure
Changes should be in bold or a different color.

VI.  Explanation of Changes
Discussion of the changes that were made and why.
