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Tree Lab
There should NEVER be any first or second person (anywhere in the entire lab).

Entire lab should be in 12pt font, Times New Roman.
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I.  Introduction

Describe what a southern Piedmont forest is.
Sources used must be cited here (correctly, APA style, in-text citations).

Should only be about ½ to 1 page long.

Last sentence should be something like: 

“A sample forest on the Chapel Hill High School (CHHS) campus was evaluated and 

compared to a typical southern Piedmont forest.”
The following are NOT part of the introduction:

· the procedure

· the analysis

· the question/hypothesis

· any data or conclusions

· reference listings

This section is done individually.    
II.  Question(s)
Explains what you were asking in the experiment, stated in the form of simple, straight-forward questions.

If only one question, don’t number it.

If more than one question, number them.

Question(s) should be the same for each member of the group/class.
III.  Hypothesis(es)

In the form of a statement, your conjecture for each of the questions posed in Part II; numbered to match the questions.

If only one hypothesis, don’t number it.

If more than one, then number them.

Hypothesis(es) should be the same for each member of the group/class.
IV.  Procedure
List of equipment used (if a book is used, give the title of the book and cite it correctly)

Explanation of steps taken to conduct the experiment; steps should be numbered and straight-forward.
This section should be past tense, narrative (passive).  NO FIRST PERSON
The procedure should be specific enough that it is replicable by others.

Sources used must be cited here (correctly, APA style, in-text citations).

The area of study is the “study area,” or “sample area,” not Chapel Hill.

The following are NOT part of the procedure:

· “doing research”
· “putting data in tables”
· reference listings

Steps should be the same for each member of the group/class.

V.  Tables and Figures
Include data tables, graphs, charts, photos, maps, etc.

Include all data taken for the experiment; include the class data.

All tables, graphs, charts, maps and photos require a Table or Figure number and a description (with a source cited where appropriate).  They must be numbered in the order they are referred to in the lab report.
All tables, graphs, charts, maps or photos put into the lab MUST be referenced somewhere in the analysis/discussion.

Tables should NOT be cut off in the middle and finished on the next page*
Sources used must be cited here (correctly, APA style, in-text citations)

For the Tree Lab:

Figure 1. Map of the Sample Area (cite source here)

· includes road names

· includes a north arrow

· includes delineation/boundary of sample area

Table 1. Most Common Trees found in a southern Piedmont forest (cite source here)

Table 2. Trees Identified in the Sample Area

Data tables, maps, and charts, etc. should be the same for each member of the group/class.
VI.  Analysis and Discussion
A thorough discussion of data.  A minimum of 2 pages.
Discuss group data as well as class data if applicable; discuss any charts or graphs.  Refer to the Figure or Table number so a reader may find it.  Discuss your numbers, what was found, why it was found or why it wasn’t found, etc.
If a data table, graph or chart is not discussed here, it should not be in the lab.

Information must be cited (in-text citations), particularly when comparing to research done.

The following are NOT part of the analysis:

· the procedure

· the question/hypothesis

· reference listings

The hypothesis should NOT be restated in this section.  It should be accepted or rejected; a hypothesis is not “correct” or “incorrect,” it is “supported,” or “not supported.”  You can’t “prove” a hypothesis.  Do not make “conclusions.”
Describe sources of error. These should NOT include:

· time constraints for collecting data

· the abilities or inabilities of the students collecting the data

· for the tree lab, for example, students not having enough practice identifying trees, not being professional arborists, or not having enough time in class are NOT sources of error

This section is done individually.
VII.  Recommendations For Further Study

Recommendations are NOT for fixing errors! They are for expanding or changing the scope of the experiment.  Sources used must be cited here (correctly, APA style, in-text citations)
For the tree lab, further study might include, for example, adding another study area, increasing the size of the study area, studying additional flora and fauna, or determining if the area represents a different type of forest. Be specific.
This section is done individually.
VIII.  References

Must have at least one reference.

Use APA science style.  This means your tabs and formatting must be correct.
All references in this section must be cited somewhere in the text.  If they are not, then they are not a reference.
If this is in the text:

A southern Piedmont forest typically has a large number of loblolly pine, red maple, and oak trees, with a smaller percentage of dogwood due to acidic and poorly drained soils (Mitchell, 2017).

It should be found like this in the reference list:

Mitchell, J.A. (2017). Citation: Why is it so important. Mendeley Journal, 67(2), 81-95. 

Retrieved from https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager
Notice how “Mitchell, 2017” is easily found; “Mitchell” should be the first word and found alphabetically on the reference list.
All references should only be here in this section.

This section is done individually.
Title

(Report #2)

This report should be a separate, stand-alone document (but it will be here in the same file)
Changes are NOT for fixing errors; they are for expanding or changing the scope of the experiment
If your changes could have been put in the original report, they are not changes.
This second report is done individually.
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I.  Introduction

Changes should be in bold or a different color.
Changes must ACTUALLY be made.  Don’t just highlight places in the original report that could be made without changing them.
II.  Question(s)

Changes should be in bold or a different color.

Changes must ACTUALLY be made.  Don’t just highlight places in the original report that could be made without changing them.
III.  Hypothesis(es)

Changes should be in bold or a different color.
Changes must ACTUALLY be made.  Don’t just highlight places in the original report that could be made without changing them.

IV.  Procedure
Changes should be in bold or a different color.
Changes must ACTUALLY be made.  Don’t just highlight places in the original report that could be made without changing them.
VI.  Explanation of Changes
Discussion of the changes that were made and why.

